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tion for the main question prevailed by a
vote of yeas 75, nays 32.

Upon the adoption of the substitute, Mr.
Durham called for the yeas and nays. Tho
cad waa sustained and resulted in the
following ballot :

r,iiEA9,7"iit'6'!r8 Ame8. Ashworth, Banner, Barnes,
b.air, Carson, Carey, c dored, Cawthorn. colored ,
Jh-- rr , coio:ed, Crawford, Dixu, Downing, D,

hate, Forkner. colored, FoUr, Frank-u- u,

Fiench, Ghagaa Graham, Canter, 11 arris.
f wake, colored, Hay eo, cot re 1, Hudgta Oor-np- y,

Ilndins, Jnati 'e, of llatherford, Kelly, of
..
loore, Kinnev,

.
l.&ntn, Lon of RicLmoi.d.. . Mnvo

: - I .1 : I mr 'i wiuxi iuurim, inurjis, ooiorea, roar-io- o,

Peek, Price, colored. Proctor, hagland, IWa,
enfrow. Ujbbins. colored. KovnnMa. rttlnrori

Hicclair, Sr.ipea, Steveca, BtiJlej, tiyke, colored.
"a:ui"F, nnue, vuisie, tviison ana wis-a- ll
51

NAY Mcssra Allison, Argo, Armstrong, Bod-di- e.

Bovrnicn. Candler. CI
Durham. L.L14. iercbe. ftttiinv niK.n n..n
Grier, Harris, of Franklin, Uawkine. lleudricke.
uiuna, iiifju. uiuuHut, iioanew, iionman, 11 um-phri- as,

Ingram, Jarvis, Justus, of Henderson .
rtellev. of Davie. Learv. colored. Tj-ir.- tr nt r.h.t.nam, Malone, MatheBon, McCanless, McMillan.
ncuucuuau, jiuore, nicnoison, j'ainter, rarker,Pou. Profntt. Robimon. NAvmnn,. at uk.iSiegnst, Simonds, Umitb, of Alleghany, 8mitb, ofWayne, Stanton, Sweat, colored, Thompon. Yes- -
.., - v. ivu, iiuuiiui., ui uaruwi, muiaxns oz

Sampson, and Williamson, colored 52. '
The resolutions, as amended, were then

adopted.
Mr. French, at his request, was changed

from the Judiciary to the Finance Com-
mittee.

By Mr. Moore : A resolution instruct-
ing the Finance Committee to inquire into
the expediency of selling the State's in-
terest in the various Pnblio Works. Be-- f
erred.

By Mr. Vest : A resolution that inas-
much as the Principal Clerk of the House
had certified that the Assistant Clerk was
incompetent to discharge tho duties of
that position, the Principal Clerk be allow
ed to employ some competent person for
$7 per day.

(Mr. Vest stated that the resolution was
not hi?, but that he had offsred it by re-
quest.) Lies over.

By Mr. Malone : A resolution instruct-
ing the Judiciary Committee to inquire
and report whether the Legislature could
discontinue tho office of Code Commis-
sioners, under the Constitution of the
State. Lies over.

By Mr. Justice, of Rutherford : A bill
to proven t tho collection of debts contract
ed for slaves. Referred.

After the introduction of one or tiro
other unimportant bills, the House, on
motion of Mr Argo, adjourned nntil to-

morrow, 11 o'clock.

,'lri. Harriet Becoher Stowe Converted.
We hoar from Florida that Mrs. Beeoher

Stowe, the authoress of " Uncle Tom's
Cabin," who a year or two ago bought a
place on tho St. John's River, near Jack-
sonville, says she wants to live long enough
to write another book to correct the mis-
takes of "Uncle Tom," and show that a
great blunder was committed when slavory
was abolished. From original condition
of sentimental attachment to the negro
she has lapsed into a state of unconquera-
ble disliko and aversion. She will not
have them about her, either in doors or
out. Sho turned them all off her place,
and allows no one with a black skin to ap-
proach her. We are told that an acquaint
ance of ours sought to send her a mossago
by a black stewardess on board a steam-
boat, but sho refused to allow tho negro
to anr?roach her. Her mind, as wo have
been credibly informed, is very much in-
flamed against the negro ; and this, proba-
bly, from comparing their efficiency and
aptitude as laborers and servants with that
of the Northern whites. Her fancy picture
of the African has been spoiled, and her
sentimental affection has turned, in conse-
quence, to violent aversion. Like Squeers,
the milk of human sympathy in her bosom
has all turned to curds and whey.

Macon (fla.) Telegraph.

From Memphis Jesse Thompson Arrested
fr the Murder of Uen, Hlmtlman Com
pllineitary Dinner to Dr. Ijeftwlch.
Memphis, Dec. 1. Jesse Thompson has

been arrested at Vick&burg, charged with
the murder of Gen. Hindman, he having
confessed to a negro that he did the deed,
though he now denies it.

A grand complimentary dinner was given
to Dr. Leftwich, the Democratic candidate
elect from this district, at the Overton
House last night, by the business and pro-
fessional men of the city, irrespective of
party. Alderman McDarrett presided.
the best feeling prevailed. Speeches were
made by Duncan, Upton and others the
latter in response to a toast to the Presi-
dent elect and tho army of tho United
States. He assured his hearers that Orant
would execute the laws for the benefit of
the whole country, without regard to parti-
san measures. This is the first meeting
since tho beginning of the war, in which
all parties wero represented.

Atlanta (Ga.) municipal Election.
Atxasta, Dec. l. Iho mavor and mu

nicipal council have ordered tho postpone-
ment of tho munioipal election until the
assembling of tho Legislature in January,
taking the ground that negroe3 are not en-
titled to vote under the law granting the
city charter, aud that tho election will be
null and void unless the present Legisla- -

j turo stnkt-- out the word " white " iu tho
city charter.

The Democrats claim that the Stato con-
stitution and reconstruction laws give ne-
groes tho right to vote, notwithstanding
the municipal law, and propose holding a
regular election, allowing blacks to vote,
leaving the Legislature to decide as to its
legality.

Such is 1.1ft."a

The tips and downs of life are completely
and sadly illustrated in the lives of Geo.
D. Prentice and Walter N. Halderman.
The l&tter, when a boy, entered the Louis-
ville Journal office as a clerk, when Mr.
Prentinco was in the zenith of hia power.
Geo. D. Prentice, in thosodays, was a great
man. He stood second to none among the
oditora of Whig journals in tho land ; in-
deed, ho had a national reputation. He
was known as a man of talent, power and
influenco in tho country. Geo. D. Pren-
tice was among the foremost journalists of
the times ; but now, alas, how changed.
He i3 in the employ of Mr. Halderman, his
former clerk, now the principal owner of
the Courier and Journal, and receives a
salary of $10 per week. Such is life.

Washington Eepublican.

Election of United States Senators.
Letters from Minnesota state that tho

indications are Senator Ramsey will not be
owing to the Donnelley and

Washburno quarrel, he having sided with
the latter. Donnelley's friends can control
the Legislature even if they cannot elect
Donnelley.

In Missouri Ben. Loan is reported to
have the inside track for Henderson's scat,
and in Maine Hannibal Hamlin is pressing
Lob M. Morrill very close, with chances,
however, in favor of the latter.

In Nevada Stewart has no serious oppo-
sition, und Chandler has none in
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marks made by the Senator from Craven.
He was surprised that his friend from
Martin should have introduced these reso-
lutions, and hoped that he would with-
draw them. They may have been intro-
duced in jest, but it was too serious t
matter to jest about. There are two things
that cannot be trifled with one is the
virtue of a woman and the other the honor
oi a man. He did not make these re-
marks because he thought these resolu-
tions reflected on him, but because they
appeared to ridicule the resolutions which
he introduced on yesterday. There is
something behind them. The scoundrels,
who are guilty, are quaking in their
shoes, but they cannot escape ; they shall
not escape that punishment which is duo
them.

Mr. Martindale said he did not intend
to cast any reflection or odium on any
Senator on the floor by introducing the
resolution. The only object he had in
view was to retaliate on the Sentinel.

After some further diecnssion the reso-
lution was withdrawn.

On motion, the Senate adjourned nntil
to-morr- at 10 o'clock.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 1868.

The Chair announced, in accordance
with the motion to refer J. F. Leary's reso-
lution on the removal of disabilities to a
special committee of live, the following
gentlemen to compose said Committee,
viz : Messrs. Bowman, Hodnett, Estes,
Leary and Long, of Richmond.

By" Mr. Estes : A resolution to raise a
Joint Committee of five, with power to
employ counsel and to send for persons
and papers, to investigate the affairs of the
Bank of North Carolina. Lies over.

The special order was then taken up,
viz : The report of the majority of the
committee on Public Buildings, recom-
mending the adoption of Mr. Seymonr's
resolution reinstating the Supreme Court
in their rooms.

Mr. French opposed the resolution. He
said that in the committee there was only
one majority for the reoommendation. If
the Superintendent of Public Instruction
had to vacate his office the Auditor would
bave to be moved. It was necessary that
those officers should remain where they
were in order that they might be near the
Executive Office, with which they had con-
stant business, and there were many gen-
tlemen calling on business upon those offi-

cers. The message of the Governor had
informed them that the Executive Mansion
was at the service of the authorities. He
did not see why the Supreme Court could
not have rooms in that building.

Mr. Downing also opposed the resolu-
tion, and so did Mr. Sinclair.

Mr. Seymour said that he had introduced
the resolution at tho request of some mem-
bers of the Supreme Court. The room in
which the Court is now was well known to
all to be in every particular unsuited to the
purpose. Among some of the objections
mi 8 that the Clerk had to occupy the same
room, and there was no place to which the
Judges could retire to consult, as was fre-
quently the habit. The members of the
Bar had continually occasion to refer to the
books which were now placed over the
heads of the Judges. As to the Governor's
Mansion, there were several objections to
it. Though the present Governor may
uot desire to occupy it, yet some future
Governor might do t-- and, in that case,
another removal of the Court would be re-

quired.
Mr. Hodgin, the Chairman of the House

branch of the committee, reiterated his
former remarks upon the subject. He op-
posed the passage of the resolution.

Mr. French offered a substitute, author-
izing the committee to have rooms in the
Executive Mansion prepared for the Su-
premo Court.

After considerable discussion Mr. Etes
said the best mode of dealing with this
matter was to let it drop here, and there-
fore ho moved to lay both the original and
substitute on the table.

Mr. Estes withdrew the motion in order
to allow Mr. Bobidson to make an explana-
tion.

Mr. Robinson said he desired, as a
member of the Joint Committee on Public
Buildings, to make an explanation. Be
had attended all the meetings of that Com-
mittee, last ses.ion, except the last, which
had been held just after he left for home.
and immediately before the adjournment
of this body. He desired the fact to be
known that he was all the time opposed
to changing or interfering, in any way,
with the rooms so long occupied by the
Supreme Court. He maintained that afttr
the rooms had been set apart by a special
act of the Legislature, the Committee un-
der a simple resolution, had no authority,
whatever to interfere, without first repealing
that act. The Committee could with the same
propriety, order the Executive office to be
removed to the third story of this building.
For these reasons he opposed the substitute
of the gentleman from New Hanover, and
favored the adoption of the resolution.

Mr. E. renewed his motion and it was
adopted.

HESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Sinclair : A resolution empower-
ing tho Governor to remove, when neces-
sary, magistrates, fcc. Referred.

By the same : A resolution requesting
our Representatives and Senators in Con-
gress to endeavor to get an act through
that body relieving all the citizens of this
State from thu penalties of the 14th article.
Referred to the Special committee.

Mr. French moved that each Saturday,
12 o'clock, be set apart for the introduc-
tion of such resolutions.

Mr. Sinclair moved to lay the motion on
th9 table, and Mr. F. called for the yeas
and nays.

The call being sustained the Clerk called
the roll and the vote stood yeas 4.9, nays 37.

Mr. Foster moved to reconsider tho vote.
J. S. Leary, colored, moved to lay that

motion on the table.
Mr. French was allowed to explain his

reason for making the motion.
Mr. Sinclair said it was useless for any

one to endeavor to throw ridicule upon
such resolutions. It was well for those who
labored under no disabilities, or those who
had been relieved, to laugh and make
sport at them. But they should remember
that they were trifling with some of the
dearest hopes of many of the best citizens
in the State. The time must, will and shall
come, when all the citizens of our State
shall enjoy equal rights and privileges.
The man who says 'Let us have peace," will
inaugurate such measures as will accomplish
that end.

Mr. French disclaimed any intention of
trying to throw ridicule upon such meas- -
nres. Hig motion would not have that ef
fect.

Mr. Pou said whether it was so intended
or not, it would certainly have that effect,

Mr. Foster withdrew his motion to re- -

By Mr. Malone : A resolution raising a
Special committee to inquire whether or
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vote for them. This affair Lad alread
the State nearly $1,000,000. for, bim,

telegraphed all over tha United States, i
had caused our bonds to fall off from 3 to
5perceu He w is anxious that a rigii1
investigation should be made, but he
wished tho resolutions to be properly
shaped. Though the pr-ee- nt ones did not
meet hi3 approval, yet he would vote foi
them.

Mr. Laflin said tT: at, a3 he had been de
tained from his seat a greater part of the
time for tho last two days, he was not in-

formed as to tho discussion which took
place yesterday. Ho had read the resolu-tior- s

in the Sentinel. He. as Chairman of
the Committee on Internal Improvements.
and as a friend to snch measures, had
taken an active part in the introduction of
such bills, and ho felt it due to himself to
have a rigid examination instituted. But
he was not prepared to vote for the present
resolutions, and, in order that ho might
have time to thoroughly understand and
consider them, he moved to print and
make the special order for

J. H. Harris, (colored,) of Wake, hoped
the gentleman would withdraw that mo-
tion, and let us dispose of the matter at
once. He would vote for the resolutions,
but would do so under protest at having
all this disparagement and discredit evi-
dently intended to be heaped upon the
Republican party. He believed that any
man who charged any member of this
body with corruption, uttered a falsehood,
and thought the Senator from Craven (Mr.
Sweet) must be non compos mentis.

Mr. Downing said he supported the
motion to print, on yesterday, and would
do so now. He had read the resolutions
and thought them objectionable. In read-
ing them in the Sentinel he discovered
some strange passages ; for instance, in one
of the " whereases" wo read of "buying
black-mail.- " Can any one tell the meaning
of that ?

The Chair explained that it should read
" levying black-mai- l. "

Mr. Downing continued, fraying that if
mistakes and errors were made in one
part, they wero likely to occur in
another ! I ! A tubstitute would be of-
fered, doing away with the objectionable
features of the present resolutions, and
giving the proposed committee all
reasonable powers. He would support
that, for ho desired a rigid and close
examination of the matter to bo gono into,
consistently with the dignity and honor
of this body. He would nevor voto for
the resolutions in their present shape.
Never had such extraordinary resolutions
been offered in this country" and if the
Senator from Craven had not pledged his
word and honor to make good the charges,
he would move to indefinitely postpone.
Here was a small Committee with powers
not only to arraign and try tho whole Le
gislature, but tho Governor and all ! He
had been m tho Senate, when the matter
first came up, and he had heard tho Sena
tor from Craven aiked to namo tho men,
and the reply was that they (tho introdu- -

cers of the resolutions) " were not willing
yet to show their hands." The gentleman
(Mr. aweet) was using I113 innuenco in this
House to secure tho appointment of such a
Committee a3 he wished to have. If he
(Mr. Sweet) fails to substantiate his charges,
it must result iu his expulsion from his
seat in the Senate. His political life hangs
upon his success in this matter. He (Mr.
Downing) was not afraid to stand here and
protest against this indecent haste. If a
resolution, properly drawn, looking to-

wards the same ends, is offered, ho would
heartily support it, and give the Commit-
tee, when raised, all the aid and assistance
in his power.

Mr. Sinclair followed in the same strain.
Mr. Seymour taid he had not intended

to say a word on this subject, but, as a per-
sonal friend of Mr. Sweet, he felt it to be
his duty to say something.

As regarded the irieuresentative from
Wake, J. H. Harris, (colored,) calling Mr.
Sweet non compos mentis, all ho Lai to say
was that he only wished tor the sakoot the
State, that this body had more like him.
In regard to the wording of this resolution
that did not touch Mr. ciweet. They were
in fact a substitute of Mr. Robbins'. No
man who knew Mr. Sweet, would venture
to charge him with influenced by
improper motives in this matter. Nothing
bul patriotic motives and convictions ol
duty had led him to make these charges.
lhe resolutions did not throw any blur up-
on anybody. They merely gave the Com
mittee powtr to be enective. Who will ob-

ject to that ? A full investigation ia ne-

cessary, in order that the honor and dig-
nity of the Legislature may at once be vin-
dicated. The Committee would have pow-
er to send for persons md papers, and to
report, what ? Not conclusions, but facts.
There was nothing unconstitutional in
them, though, perhaps, they were not in
the best shape. Tho House certainly can-
not object to the Committee swearing their
witnesses, and, if they are proven to have
perjured themselves, to make them liable
to the pains and penalties of that crime.
If there is no objection to those thiDgs,
then whence does the objection come ?

Some think these resolutions like the form
of a regular enactment and require to be
read three times.

Mr. Pou said that if these resolutions
had been based merely upon report, he
would not be in favor of noticing them.
But a Senator had pledged himself to prove
the charges, and as for any indecency in
relation to the hasty passage of tho resolu-
tions, he thought it would bo more indecent
in this body to het-itat- e iu the matter a mo-
ment. There was a strong argument of
haste advanced by those who opposed these
resolutions. They fay that this matter has
caused our bonds to depreciate. Ought
we not then to take steps that will lead to
an immediate investigation, and have the
affair at once cleared up, in order to relieve
our State bonds ? Nobudy le hurt
by these resolutions, exe- - i t th g'lilty par-
ties, and, if there be such, r.oone, he knew
would endeavor to shelter tbern.

Mr. French offered the folio i::g substi-
tute, viz :

Whereas, A certaiu mmiier ..f J: ite of
this State has dtclared, iu i.ii ! ..co, i Lat lie knew
that "dallars and centi" hod be..n nA to influ-
ence the votes of ine;nbtrf t tlis Acsemblv ;
tL- -r f.re,

t.ii)re1 That a ro?nn:;tte of fir-- , on die part
; thr. House, to Le joined t y tti.;'. on the part of

I tne Senate, to appointed uiaveebga.c tut charges
I and lbz s.-.-iJ cocamitr;-- ; i.dve n i r to neiid lor
! persons nd papers.
J Mr. Ingram eaid it was his pleasure to
I kuow both the Senators alluded' to so oftm
' iu this debate. He was 6orry to hear their
motives eo Ditterly denounced. Ho wo.ild
support the resolutions as they came from
the Senate, and would not allow himself to
be driven from his position in the matter
by throats and whispered insinuations of
having mt gone over." He was a Republi-
can, and as good a one as any gentleman
on the 'lloor. -- r He had his convictions of
right and wrong, and intended to be gov-
erned by them. , ; ,; .

' Mr. French called tho previous question
upon his resolution.

Mr. Hodnett demanded the yeas and
nays, The call being sustained, the mo- -

spirit of the declaration of rights iu the
constitution, sections 11, 12 and 13. He
hoped the investigation would be thorough-
ly prosecuted, but hoped the resolution
would be priote 1, so that members might
act intelHftvr; y

Mr. Pou said the arguments that had
been urged for delay tended more strong-
ly to convince him that there was no ne-
cessity for it. He agreedjthat the result of
the investigation could be nothing more
than the expnkion of a member from the
Assembly if found guilty. If a man com-
mitted perjury that was a case for the
criminal courts. He referred to the analo-
gous case of C. W. Woolley, incarcerated
by the House of Representatives of the TJ.
S. Congress for contempt, to show that the
legislative body could commit a person for
contempt.

Mr. Do wning favored the investigation,
thought every member wanted it made;
but he wanted to act intelligently, and de-
sired the bill printed.

Mr. Seymour expressed surprise at the
motion to delay for a moment. Every
gentleman must have read the bill. He
knew of no law by which a person testify-
ing falsely before a committee could bo
puniahed for perjury. He did not think
any member would desire to shield himself
under a constitutional prerogative. He
hoped every member would come through
unsoathed.

Mr. Estes had not seen them, but his
attention was called to two sections, and
he was told by some of the ablest lawyers
of this city that they were infamous, that
they delegated more power to the commit-
tee than any committee ever had in the
United States.

Mr. French said he was not a member of
the Assembly when this alleged corruption
took place, and he could speak disinterest-ly- .

He agreed that any action ought to be
made unanimous ; and could not see why
the phraseology of this resolution could
not be changed so that it would agree with
the views of every member. No member
could be so base that he would not seek an
investigation. He objected to extending
the investigation to persons not connected
with the State government, and hoped the
matter would be postponed.

Mr. Argo said it was legitimate for the
Legislature to arraign any citizen or any
member for ever offering a bribe to a pub-
lic officer.

Mr. Ingram opposed delay.
Mr. Durham said the resolution gave no

power to compel witnesses to criminate
themselves ; it only gave the same power
that a court has to compel witnesses to an-
swer. The Constitution of the State pro-
vides that no witness shall beoompelled to
answer a question which criminates him-
self, but there is no provision which pre-
vents a court or committee to ask the ques-
tion. If any member refuses to answer, he
must take the responsibility.

Mr. Sinclair said there was no proposi-
tion to delay tho investigation, but he did
not see what object would be attained by
hurrying it on. What new incentive has
been offered here, ho asked, to hurry it
through this House when it passed the Sen-
ate ; but it was attempted to be rushed
through the House, as much as to say that
it is this end of the building that the stig-
ma is cast upon. He wanted to meet the
charge, and hoped every member of the
House would be put upon his oath.

Mr. Harris, of Wake, said legal gentle-
men told us this was a law, and it must be
read three times, and must go over until

Every man needed time to
read it, so as to be able to act intelligent-
ly. He could point out a dozen instances
in which investigation had been made, and
never had such power been given. He
would vote for a resolution to send for per-
sons and papers ; but should hesitate to
support an act like this.

Mr. Bowman at 12 o'clock moved to take
a recess until 1 o'clock to attend the meet-
ing of the Electors.

The motion was agreed to.
At 1 o'clock Mr Pou resumed the chair,

and the House adjourned until w

at 11 o'clock.

SENATE.
Thursday, Dec. 3, 1868.

By Mr. Welker: A bill for the relief of
Executors, Guardians, fcc. ;

Bill to punish violence by persons in
disguise; and

Bill regulating the investment of Trust
funds.

By Mr. Stevens: A bill to prevent stock
running at large and requiring farmers to
keep up their fences.

Mr. Sweet, from the same committee, to
whom wa3 referred a bill to repeal an act
restoring the common law right of dower
to married women, reported adversely.
Placed on calendar.

ANFINISHED BUSINESS, VIZ:

The resolution in relation to the Supreme
Court the question being on Mr. Win-stead- 's

motion to refer to the Judiciary
Committee.

After considerable discussion, the Sen-
ate refused to refer, and the bill was amen-
ded and passed its second reading.

On motion of Mr. Sweet, the bill to con-
solidate the Atlantic and N. C. R. R. Com-
panies was taken up, and after considera-
ble discuesion, was refeired to the commit-
tee on Internal Improvements by a vote of
yeas 22, nays 18.

On motion of Mr. Stevens, the Senate
adjourned until 11 o'clock.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Wednesday, Dec. 3, 1868.

On motion of Mr. Estes, the rules were
suspended, and the unfinished business of
yesterday taken up, (being the joint reso-
lutions concerning black mail).

The resolutions were again read, when
Mr. Estes said he arose to move the adop-
tion of the resolutions. He intended, on
yesterday, when he moved to make them
the special order for to day, to vote for
them. Ho would vote for them now,
though he objected to them. Hist friends
had told him it would not do for him to
spoil his hands by touching them iu any
way that public opinion would not sustain
hivn in any opposition to them. He wa
not afraid of public opinion. Ho stood
here a representative of the people, and
deemed it his duty to stand out in rl tof the dignity of this body. He rey .c.
these resolutions as infamous, redecting
upon the honor of this entire body, bo
far as he was personally concerned, he was
able to repel any insultingreflection upon his
character, whether made by si Senator or a
member of this House. Amercer of the
Senate had pledged his word of honor to
sustain the charges he h&s made; he is tho
chairman of this Court, and to his (Mr.
Estes') mind, the manner iu wyich that
gentleman had made the charge
was like a Judge delivering his Ter-di-ct

before he had heard the case. In
order to allow that gentleman to make
good his charges, these resolutions gave
him the most extraordinary powers. He
(Mr. Estes) was willing to allow him every
latitude; therefore, notwithstanding his
objections to the resolutions, he would

to the Senator from Craven that a special
joint committee, to consist of three ou the
part of the Senate and five on the part of
the House, should be appointed and in-

structed to investigate the charge, ana re-
port to the Senate whether th Senator
from Craven had bold himself t the Dem-
ocrats.

Bill requiring Justices of the Supreme
Court to issue official opinions out of term
time when required to do so by the Gen-
eral Assembly, came up for second read-
ing.

Mr. Barrow moved to amend by insert-
ing the words " United States."

Mr. Sweet opposed the bill.
Mr. Hayes said tho object of the bill was

to enable questions of great public inter-
est, which affected nearly every man in the
State, to be settled permanently. The in-
terest of the people demanded the passage
of this bill, and therefore it should be
passed. There was scarcely a Senator pre-
sent who had not his pocket filled with let-
ters relative to this very question. Ha said
the interests of the people required a
speedy passage of this bill that they might
know how to act, and much trouble and
loss to them be avoided. The question as
to who was banned would be determined
definitely and the public mind be at rest.
The bill was necessary to affect this object
as it might be a long while before the mat-
ter would be officially determined by the
usual method. The Court only held for
six months in the year, and he was in-

formed that no case that could be made a
test case was now before it. For these rea-
sons he hoped the bill would pass.

Mr. Osborne was opposed to tke bill.
Mr. Welker favored the bill.
Mr. Barrow had long felt the want of

some similar bill and hoped this would
pass.

Mr. Lassiter did not know that he would
support the bill in its present form, but
thought it wan necessary to avail ourselves
of the best lights we could, to enable us to
guard against difficulties that lie in our
pathway, and which are constituted one of
the co ordinate branches of the govern-
ment, and at no time would he be willirg
to compromise tho character of this body,
yet he felt that there would be no subor-
dination in seeking for information where
it could be found. The Attorney General,
the first law officer of the State, had ac-
knowledged there were difficulties in the
way, and it was just and proper to apply
to that source for information which is
presumed to be the embodiment of legal
learning. The best of our committees are
at a loss ; the Senate could not well de-
termine with safety, and should we re-

fuse to apply to the Supreme Court ?
This course was not without precedent,
and it was within the memory of men now
here, that the General Assembly had ap-
plied to the Supremo Court Justices and
asked their opinion upon the question of
freehold suffrage, and that opinion, as
declared, had been respected and had con-
tributed much to settle a question of some
trouble even in times of quiet, order and
precedent. But now when we were setting
in motion a new government without pre-
cedent and with but few lights to guide
in the future, why not guard against blun-
ders and save ourselves from trouble and
the country from cost.

Mr. Osborne agreed with most of the
remarks of the Sena;r from Granville, but
thought it was lowering the dignity of the
legislative body to seek the opinion of the
Judiciary body.

Mr. Winstead had no objection at any
time to hoar the opinion of the Supreme
Court, but was not willing to take the in
dividual opinion of the Judges gives here
and there without proper consultation for
a guide. He moved that the bill be re-

ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
On motion of Mr. Moore, of Carteret,

the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 1868.

Mr. French introduced a bill to better
enable the Commissioners of New Hanover
county to carry out the provisions of sec-
tion 13, article 7, of the Constitution of
the State.

Referred to the Judiciary Committee.
Stc. 13. Chap. VII. No county, city,

town, or other municipal corporation shall
assume or pay, nor shall any tax be levied,
or collected, for the payment of any debt,
contracted directly or indirectly in aid or
support of the rebellion J Ed Journal.

Mr. French introduced a bill in relation
to tho weighing of rosin at the port of Wil-
mington.

Referred to the Committee on Corpora-
tions.

Mr. Morris introduced a bill to amend
an act to establish a lien in favor of build-
ers and mechanics.

Referred to the Judiciary Committee.
Resolution to appoint a special commit-

tee to investigate the affairs of the Bank of
North Carolina and the Bank of tho State
of North Carolina.

Mr. Estes offered amendments to include
the Bank of Cape Fear.

Amendments agreed to and resolution
adopted.

A message from the Senate was received,
transmitting for concurrence a jointresolu-tio- n

to provide for the appointment of a
joint special committee of three on the
part of the Senate and five on the part of
the House to investigate charges of bribery
and corruption against members of the
General Assembly ; and announcing that
the Senate had appointed Messrs. Sweet,
Robbins and Fortneras the Senate branch
of said committee.

Mr. Sinclair said that in effect this was
not a resolution but a bill, and he moved
that it be printed.

Mr. Estes moved to amend the motion
by making the bill a special order for
Saturday next at 11 o'clock.

Mr. Pou opposed any delay.
Mr. Estes said the reason of his moving

to make a special ordsr for Saturday was
that there are already special orders for
Thursday and Friday. Ho agreed that the
matter should be acted upon immediately.
But this is a Star Chamber proceeding. It
is introduced by a gentleman who has
pledged his honor as a Senator and gentle-
man to prove charges against members of
this or the other House. He was willing
to give him a fair chance to do so, but the
bill gives all the powers necessary to make
a man criminate himself. It gives the
committee full power to call upon any
member of this Legislature, the Gevernor
and all his officers to bring papers here
and make t hem criminate themselves. He
thought it should be printed for the infor-
mation of members, and considered as ear-

ly as possible, and moved that it be made
a special order for w at 11 o'clock
A. M.

Mr. Harris, of Wake, was glad this sub-
ject has been brought up, because this
body was affected to be held in disrepute
by many persons, and it had now an op-

portunity to vindicate its character. He
agreed that the resolution gave power to
convict men before , a petty oommittee,
without a jury, without a notice of the
charges preferred against them, without a
hearing, and contrary to the letter and

not the Ku Klux have ceased to exist in
the State. Lies over.

CALEKDAB.

Mr. Estes moved to suspend the rules and
take np Mr. Malone's resolution in refer-
ence to Ku Klux, and that he (Mr. Malone)
and the gentleman from Anson (Mr. In-
gram) be selected as the Special committee.

Mr. Bowman moved an amendment that
the said committee be instructed to make
a report early w morning.

Mr. Estes accepted the amendment.
House resolution No. 31, (introduced by

Mr. Vest) tuat the Senators and Represen-
tatives from this State in Congress be re-

quested to have alterations made in the
laws, so that a poor man might have the
same chance to distil whiskey as a rich
man, came up.

Mr. Estes moved to refer.
Mr. French disliked the phraseology and

moved to strike out the word " distil " und
insert "drink." Such amendment would
give the resolution as much force as it had
in its present shape.

Mr. Estes' motien to refer was adopted.
Tho resolution of Mr. Justice, of Ruth-

erford, that the House take a recess from
the 21st of December to the 4th of Janua-
ry next, was next reached, and after vari-
ous attempted amendment:', was adopted
in its original shape.

Mr. Pou moved to reconsider the vote
of yesterday, by which the bill to limit
sales of bonds issued by the State, in
aid of railroads, to such sales as shall be
made at par, was indefinitely postponed.
He said he did not expect the bill, if re-
considered, to be passed exactly in its pre-
sent shape. Future sales by the railroad
corporations might be limited to 80 or 90
cents in the dollar. That amendment
would be a great advantage to the State
and its tax-payer- s. The State bond are
being hawked about commercial centres at
64 and 65 cents in the dollar, to the dam-
age of tax-paye- rs and the depreciation of
State credit. The rapid increase of tho
State debt presents many grave considera-
tions. Tho Constitution forbids taxation
on money, credits, investments in stocks,
bonds, joint stock companies, and all real
and personal property, beyond 66$ cents
on the 100, of true value, per year, for
State and county purposes combined.

If the State draws from these subjects of
taxation 40 cents in the $100 pe? year, the
sum of 26$ cents is left to be raised on
each $100 of valuation of these subjects,
and more. The Treasurer suggests 40 cts.
in the $100, for taxes for the year ending
Sept. 30, 1869. We may go through the
present fiscal year, leaviDg to the County
Commissioners 265 cents ou the $100 for
county purposes a small rate, truiy, but
made a necessity by our prof uso liberality
to Railropd Companies. But how stands

i the account for the next year, from Octo
ber 1st, 1862, to Kept. 30, 1870, with the
present indebtedness of the State, and
supposing the expenses of the State gov-
ernment the same as for the present fiscal
year ? The amount to be raised by taxa-
tion will oe greater by $477,633 than it is
for the present year.

And if the Chatham Railroad and the
Williamston and Tarboro' Railroad fail to
meet their interest, the amount to be rais-
ed by taxation will be greater for the next
year"by the sum of $687,633. To meet
such a sum, more than 40 cents in the
hundred, as proper ty tax, would be requir-
ed perhaps evn the whole of the 665 cts.
allowed by the Constitution. Let us re-
consider, then, our action of yesterday. If
members here will persist in spending, on
State account, the 66j cents peV hundred
of property tax. they may see, in a few
years, that their counties cannot feed pris-
oners or build bridges, &c.

Mr. Downing replied and concluded by
mo ing to indefinitely postpono Mr. Pou?s
motion to reconsider.

Upon that motion, Mr. Pou demanded
the yeas and nays. The call was not sus-
tained, when Mr. Downing's motion was
adopted.

The House then adjourned until
10 o'clock.

SENATE.
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 1868.

Mr. Sweet rose to a question of privi-
lege. He had seen in one of the morning
papers an editorial article called "Practi-
cal Reconstruction," which, after charging
himself and Senator Robbins with being
in political sympathy with each other, and
with selling out their political principles,
concluded with the following paragraph :

' Senator Robbins claims to bf a Demo-
crat and Senator Sweet claims t be a Re-
publican, yet so complete is the sympathy
between them that it is difficult to tell
which is the Republican and which the
Democrat. They have become moral
Siamese twins, and their separation now
would be almost impossible, and the only
existing doubt is which parly can claim
both of them." Ho desired to say that these
charges were false as. hell, and that the
writer of the article knew them to be so
when he made them. He was as firm in
his faith in Republican principles as any
man. Those principles were implanted in
him at his birth, aud had always given
them an earnest and unqualified support.
He believed as entirely in the justice of the
Republican party as men believed in
God. It was a party that went in the high
ways, byways and hedges, and when it
found a man created in the imago of his
God, prostrated by unequal laws, elevated
him to the condition of a man. Republi
can principles were a part of his very ex
istence and blood, aud he who wrote that
article well knew this, and had written it
for a purpose. Why did certain persons
thus gratuitously object to this investiga-
tion aud try to bring this committee into
ridicule ? He would give a key to unlock
this mystery, that would disclose the mo-

tive of this article and tho course pursued
with reference to the committee. Every
member of the General Assembly, whether
of the House or Senate, or only an humble
member of the third house who sought to
destroy confidence in the committee, are
actuated by purposes of his own to prevent
the committee from having the power to ex-

pose his own corruption, and he who wrote
this article knew that he was implicated.
He would say to all that these attacks
upon the oommittee wo aid have no other
effect than to accelerate pursuit. He would
not descend to the cess --pool of abuse, but
vtu.d say that individuals were trembling
like aspen leaves because they knew they
were guilty and that their guilt was going
to find them out. He knew the rectitude
of himself as chairman of the committee
and thought each member of the committee
controlled by the same aspirations as him-
self. He was also charged with claiming to
be a reprt sentative man of his party in the
Senate. No man could say he had ever pro-
posed or suggested personal promotion, and
he who made such charges made them for
a falsehood and for a bad purpose. He
would conclude by saying that he had no
aspirations but aspirations for the welfare
of North Carolina, and to be honest, and
he should alwas expose corruption when-ev- ct

it raised its hideous head.
Mr. Galloway would respectfully suggest
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SENATE.
Tuesday, Doc. 1, 1868,

BILLS.

i!y iTr. Graham : Tho following resolu-
tion :

lUso'zed, That tho Public Treasurer be requeat-- .
i t 1 ?nort to the Senate the names of the per-- s
us to whom he sold one hundred and eighty
l dollars in bonds of the North Carolin

Hii.r ltd i'ompny, pail by that Company to the
suo oi the 10th of October, as dividends ; from
vihoni pioposals wire received, ani th prices of-f.-

t Dd what were the exigencies of the Xrea--;,!- ;,

'which did not allow Mai to reject the lids
Mr. Graham said : Mr. President, I see

ii tin? leport of the Public Treasurer this
stuumeut : "One hundred and eighty
thousand in bonds cf tho North Carolina
K iilroid Company were paul by that Com
m;iy to the State, on the 10th cf October.
I ;t uo time in endeavoring to sell them
i'.iiliu;j to obtain an eligible offer at pri-viit- e

Kil., I advertised fur sealed proposals-t-
be opened at my office, on the 11th da

of Not-ruber- , 1S68. The bids aggregated
fllT.tMi). The exigencies of the Treasury

ill 1 uoc allow me to reject these bids."
i he.--e bond were 8 per cent, mortgage

1 iiuli, exempt from State aud Federal tax-
ation. The property of the N. C. R. R.
Co., I understand, is estimated at five or
mx iniil.ons of dollars ; a mortgge has
:wt eieeuted for $300,000 to secure the
ji i;. taeao of the bonds when due, and pro-Uiu- u

nade for a sinking fuud each year,
fr.Tu tho earnings of the Road, for this
Y irnoie. I also learn that only $486,000
of umiXi have actually been issued. It is
reported that the Treasurer, with the ex
ei t tiou of 4,000, sold these bonds for 65

uts en tho dollar. In is duo to the peo-I-'f- ,

and to that officer, that we should
havi! a f all explanation of the matter, and
tat- - exigaucies which required him to sub-
mit to s ich a shave, fully stated. If onr
Treasury was so empty as to require the
m.x.iev a: oace, we have but a poor pros-lc- t

of carrying on our Government -- or
I lie next year and meeting our obligations.
If ti suoulil seo a private individual sell
iu good bonds at such a discount, we
n.uiid .' t spect that he was nearly, if not
quite, bankrupt. I hope this is not the
ttie witLi the State of North Carolina. I
iaki lo charge against the Public Treas-
urer, aud introduce this resolution to give
iiim an opportunity to vindicate his action.
Hat 1 rmst state that 1 think it was an uu-- f

rtunatii trade, on the part of North Caro- -

Uiia, as these same bonds cannot now be
ou-- ht for 80 cents in the dollar.
The resolution was adopted.

Air. Sweet : A resolution tendering
tha use of the Senate Chamber to the Pre-
sidential Electors, after 12 o'clock w

; which was adopted.
Ou motion of Mr. Robbins, the Senate

agreed", when it adjourned, to meet to- -
taorrow at 10 o'clock.

Mr. Martindale offered a resolution in
reference to an article, which appeared in
the Raleigh Sentinel, of to-da- ( Judge
fctory s ii I : If ever the day should come,
when tl e best talent and best virtues
should be driven from office and place by
iuiriguo or corruption or by the ostracism
of the Press, or the still more unrelenting
persecution of party, honest legislation
wauld cease, ic")

The resolution proposed to raise a
committee to inquire if Judge Story said
so. and, if he did, was it true V

Mr. Sveet expressed his surprise at the
introduction of the resolutions. He
thought they should ba stamped with the
condemnation of every Senator on the
So; r. I hey were calculated to bring the
investigation of the charges of coiruption
into ridicule and contempt, and, in this
way, cripple tho Committee in its effort to
expose corruption. It was too much like
crackin j a joke at a funeral.

After Le had pledged his word, as a gen-
tleman aid a Senator, to locate bribery, itis ben.jth tho dignity of this body to
toler-it- e scch an attempt to belittle theinvestigation, and ho would repeat again,
ie the nost emphatic terms, that he could
establish, beyond a doubt, the charges
contained in those resolutions on bribery.

Mr. Dtvis desired to know if the Senator
from Craven intimated that any Senator on
the floor had been guilty of tho charges
specified in the resolutions.

Mr. 13weet said he did not intend to
expose uty of the facts in the possession
of the committee. In fact, there wouldbe no way of getting hold of them nntiltney cams out iu proper form, as each

ma committee wouiu De rt i

iuireu M take an oath of secrecy. He
umiu s:y, for the benefit of the Senatorfrom Montgomery, that they had not re-
ceived apyw formation, thus far, which

uiijuibaie mmAl approbation io? re-- ;

1 .a- -


